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gay freedom day parade 


Again this year Congregation Sha'ar Zahav will be march- 
ing in the San Francisco Gay Freedom Day Parade. The date of 
the parade is Sunday, June 24. The time and exact location 
where we will gather will be announced at services as soon 
as it is known. If you are unable to attend services, call 
Daniel Chesir 441-8116, or Rob Montague 929-0162, or Ellis 
Jeeeisoo2-07/6 for the information. 

On Saturday June 23, the day before the parade,there will 
be a meeting at Bill Goldstein's house, 18 Buena Vista Terrace 
to make signs and to learn songs for the parade. Everyone is 
invited. Lets make our turnout at the parade this year even 
bigger than last year. 


from where i stand 


On May 15th I attended the dedication of some new 
facilities at the Jewish Community Library. While the event 
was Significant for a segment of the general community, 
its implications for Sha'ar Zahav' were Manilold ele was 
introduced to several people who hold executive positions 
in the community, both professional and lay people, who, 
without exception, when we were introduced, made mention of 
the fact that either they had heard of us before, or that 
they felt that "we'' whould meet to begin to implement a 
directive which had come from Brian Lurie at the Jewish 
Welfare Federation. (Brian's directive was transmitteduee 
the executives of the agencies supported by the Federation 
to insure that gaysand lesbians should know about the avail- 
able services.) 

Some of the folks who were involved in this, and who 
were present at the Library dedication, were: Sidney Green- 
berg, Director of the Bureau of Jewish Education; Julius 
Blackman, Executive Director of the Hebrew Free Loan Assoc- 
lation; Arthur Zimmerman, President of Zim's Restaurants; 
Malcom Sparer, President of the Northern California Board 
of Rabbis. Also present were numbers of lay people from 
other areas of the Jewish Community. 

At the same time, one of the directors of the library 
took me aside to ask me if I knew of any leads on mater- 
ials which the library was trying to obtain on the subject 
of homosexuals and the Holocaust. 

Once again it had become apparant that our cry for ac- 
ceptance in San Francisco had been heard,and that there were 
(and are) people in this town in positions of influence from 
which they could positively respond with leadership in the 
struggle for our acceptance into the community. Some of 
these folks seemed to be behaving as though they had always 
felt that we were accepted, that our demand for recognition 
as a legitimate and acceptable group was possibly unnecessary 
or inappropriate because we had already got what we were 
seeking. 

The eye-opener has been bi-directional. While it has 
been gratifying, at the very least, that the professional 
leadership in this Jewish Community has responded so posit- 
ively to our outcry and outreach, (and I admit that in most 
cases the response had dramatically exceeded my expectations) 
it is my opinion that this response is not an indication 
that "we have arrived,'"' rather, I believe that the community 
leadership is attempting actually to lead towards accept- 
ance a constituency which is either apathetic to or even 


a 


hostile to our way of being, and which could lead to a 
pares 8 backlash. Our “cultrually conservative" neigh- 
ors, I fear, may not yet feel ready to adopt the “politi- 
cally liberal" stance of .that leadership, and I am worried 
that we are being lulled into a sense of false security by 
the Openness of a well-intentioned leadership who may well 
noe pe leading. I hope that I am wrong in Saying this, but 
my fear remains, for any number of reasons, all the same. 

_ At the same time, I am concerned that the professional 
Jewish leadership does not realize that they may well be 
Speaking to themselves alone, and that their good intentions 
will need to be enacted or actualized in such a way so as 
to maximize the likelihood of their acceptance by the general 
community. In other words, it is possible that the leader- 
ship may be believing naively that just because they say 
we re o.k." they will be convincing to the apathetic or 
hostile general Jewish community who remain convinced that 


we are not only "not o.k." but that we are the ogres that 
Briggs and Rryant say we are. 


What does this mean for us? It means a couple of things 
at least: first, that the potential for good has been placed 
directly in front of us and that we have the urgent respons- 
ibility to seize this opportunity and to make the best of it, 
despite the inevitable, coeval disappointments that we will 
experience while we try to exploit the good for the best. 

Second, and more importantly, we have started something; 
we have issued a challenge and the Jewish community leader- 
ship has accepted that challenge. And so, now, we are either 
going to have to take ourselves seriously as Jews, helping 
to make our dream come true on an ongoing basis, or we are 
soing to have to admit that, having gained some modicum of 
what we ''shried" about for the last several years, we now 
realize that it's not what we really Wanted or what we thought 
we were getting. We are finding that, as we were warned, 
"establishment" Judaism is so replete with "isms" which we 
find unacceptable (sexism, ageism, classism, etc.-ism), that 
now we may be being accepted by it, that we actually don't 
want to be part of it. 

Personally, I think there may be a middle ground, if not 
a synthesis of these positions, which would be preferable to 
the extremes mentioned above. What I do not know, is where 
thal postition si rand, that even itfewe were to'find,it, how 
Long=it wouldvstayithere. 9 What 1 do know, is that we must 
continue to try to remain aware of the context in which we 
are operating, so that we may continue to adequately evaluate 
the factors which are shaping our future in this community. 

Lets' keep talking about this. Our mutual communication 
will help us to safeguard our interests as we cautiously pro- 

in the society in which we live. aay. 
gress in es y (illo. 


MAZEL TOV to Ed Gabay who is opening up his new dental offices 
at 4053 18th Street (across from the Jaguar Book Store) at 
Hartford, San Francisco. Call him for an appointment at 
863-9131. 


MAZEL TOV to Aryae Levy on his new business venture GREAT 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES UNLMTD. This new camping, hiking, backpa- 
cking and other outdoor activities group has some very inter- 
esting activities planned. Contact him at 826-8857 for 

their brochure. 
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JERUSALEM FROM ‘THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. 


donations 


If you would like to donate to the congregation in honor of 
an event (a new residence, car, etc) or a person ( a new 
partner, etc) or in the memory of someone, such contribu- 
tion will be graciously accepted by Sha'ar Zahav. Contri- 
bution in any amount ($2.00 minimum) will be most welcome. 
If you would like your contribution not acknowledged in the 
FORWARD, please note that on your check. 
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from a co-leader 


Nearly 2 years have passed since Sha'ar Zah.av's 
establishment. We now have a home that will serve us 
well until we can obtain a permanent location. As evi- 
dencei by our being at the Jewish Community Center we've 
achieved a measure of acceptance from San Francisco's 
Jewish community. Our relationships with our straight 
co-religionists have been greatly aided by the activties 
Precieeravo1), Alan Bennet, and, we are now preparing for 
the annual congregational change of leadership. 

Three of the four members of the Executive Committee 
have been elected: myself as co-leader, Ron Lezell as 
Treasurer and Steven Fritsch-Rudser as Recorder. The 
Dost wor temale co-leader 1S yacant; we hope that at will 
be filled soon. We collectively hope to fulfill our man- 
dates, both in terms of the functions of our specific 
offices and as the elected representatives of the Congreg- 
aban’ 

This past year has been, among other things, a learn- 
ine wexperience for me. At the recent Congregational 
meeting, I opposed changing the description of co-leader 
to moderator. Although we will always need a "moderating" 
influence...for there will always be differences regarding 
goals, priorities and methods of accomplishing our ob- 
jyectives, and these differences will have to be resolved 
as “smoothly" as possible...Sha'ar Zahav needs strong. lead- 
ership. 

In @aecordance with our by-laws, the terms of the non- 
officer members of the Va'’ad...our Steering Committee... 
are coterminus with those of the officers: All terms be- 
ein the first of July. The by-laws provide that member- 
Siipeon Lue eVva wad us composed of the four officers ‘and the 
chairs ( or other elected representatives) of the several 
Standing committees. Consequently, there will be a meet- 
ing of each committee during the last 2 weeks of June to 
Choose tneir Mmew.chairs and/or representatives to.the 
Va'ad. These dates are noted elsewhere in this issue of 
the Forward. If you have any interest. in ay of the com- 
mittees, now would be a good time to get involved. 

This ssystem was designed to ensure. 'erass-roots" 
participation in congregational management. The assumption 
was that there would be broad participation in the work 
of the several committees and that the consequent "elec- 
tions" of Va'ad members would involve many people. In 
actuality, this is not the way matters have developed. 
Many committees have one or two members. There frequentley 
Sees et Oe pew eaiiewol “musical ichairs” being played to fill 


the various positions. S (CONTINGEO NEXT PRY 


Although we will be proceeding with our presently- 
established system in July, I feel more and more strongly 
that we should broaden the base of the Va'ad by having the 
members of the Congregation vote for all Va'ad members, 
not just the 4 officers. Coupled with a system of forming 
committees under the guidance of the Va'ad this would in- 


crease direct member input into the basic structure of 
the congregation while at the same time enabling the 
committee structure and leadership to be more flexible 
to meet our changing needs. 

A basic re-structruing ot this nature myo tows 
Sitate a’ special: congregational meetings TOs Trev isesuic 
by-laws. I would preter“not to wait. unt Li eoureage<. 
regularley scheduled meeting in ‘November to consider 
these matters, and so Iwill callie special wmectingson 
the’ Congregation in the-éarly fall to discuss tiie =tseuc 
of re-organization. At that time, Lormaly proposal =. 
change will be made. In the next few months, it would be 
helpful 1f weswould discuss amone ourselves va GioU eae 
ternatives for Shaar-Zahiav Ss, sheuauuiea ae leo cece 
very grateful forispecific sugcestions Tod beveu ia, eae 
in regards ‘together, we can) form an OrganiZa trove i mes 
effectively meet our goals with maximum membership parc 
LeLpa tions ails © fe Uitesd Ciinvilal esr 


Daniel Chesir 


congregation meeting 


A congregational meeting of Sha "ar Zahayvy weenie 
on May 11, 1979 aitver Shabbat services. “ilect tone see. 
place and Daniel Chesir was re-elected Co-Leader, Pon 
Lezell was re-elected Treasurer and Steven Fritsch Rudser 
was elected Recorder. Steven Fritsch Rudser had been 
acting Recorder for several months.” ~ The sorilceton. ae 
Co-Leader is still vacant. If anyone is interested in 
that office please contact Daniel Chesir“or any memnbermrou 
the Va'ad. 

There were several By-law changes voted upon. An 
amendment relating to the modification of a members dues 
when warrented by a change in economic status passed as 
did an amendment relating to the period of time oerore sa 
person can:vote at a congregational meeting alter s/ne 
becomes a member. A proposed By-law changing the title 
of Co-Leader .to Co~Moderator famled. = Atresolutionme 
thorizing the Va'ad to establish a fund raising camparen 
for the purpose of acquiring 4a, biddin as paeee us 


women rabbis 


by Marcia Rudin 


ie set otra yaO te Nurserys schoolraL the Step— 
han Wise Free Synagogue in New York City, Associate Rabbi 
Posey Prei sand Told tie youns children -a story. Thee 
night the mother of one of the boys showed him a picture 
of another rabbi in a book she was wading. pile sO aed 
Wario. ob Newent ldactec) ared:. "Rabbis are women: 

Everyone will soon be getting used to women rabbis. 
Thirteen have been ordained in recent years, in this coun- 
Poe and inetrand. And, with® women fialiane more’ than one- 
quater of the students' seats today, many more will be 
coming along in the near future. 

Siaiele wit took Nalt ao century, promesthe= day, in 1922 
when the Reform Central Conference of American Rabbis 
(eo wane) approved, Giey ordination of, women until Sally. 
Preisand, who has been associate rabbi at the Stephen 
Vises lree-oynavcocue Since her ordination, became the first 
seminary-ordained woman in 1972. 

Several women before her had made the attempt. Martha 
PeiMemierotidnodmabobee Cle for cieht years: rn the 1920s 
Ditewais Genied oOrdinata~on by a rabbis*-committee. Regina 
Jonas was ordained privately in Germany in the 1930s after 
ea Seer usea Ordinataen by they Beribin vAcademy for. the 
Seience of Judaism. She officiated until 1940 in homes for 
the elderly and perished in the Theresienstadt concentra- 
tion camp. Helen Leventhal, who completed the H.U.C. pro- 
oram in the 1940s was refuse ordination. 

Sandra Eisenberg Sasso (popularly Known as "Sandy"), 
Mimic myOlal ReCONnStrLuctiOonist rabbi who graduated in 
no eee tares fa puLpiuts with her husband, Dennis,:in the 
Conservative Congregation Beth El-Zedech in Indianapolis. 
MiGs oem: pon Orden ned by H.UcGy=41n L975. headed a con- 
eat ronwiimodiin ose, California before she left the rab-— 
pana les 

Four women were ordained by H.U.C. last June: three 
ereeove tle COnsrecalt Tonal lite Why did= these young wo- 
men, and those who preceded and followed them want to be- 
Comem@Galiite ms now do they faresanerabbinical. school, stu- 
(etree Oueresationow and. Jobs? What ettect: does being a 
Pavey eowOone toedr personal sbives?” -How do: male rabbis 
feel about them? What is the future employment outlook? 
What effects are they likely to have on Judaism and Jewish 
life? | 

(Con TILED oN 


When Rosalind Gold first told her parents whe wanted 
to become a rabbi, they asked if she was serious. “They 
thought I'd go back to my orginal goal of being a speech 
therapisy. she recalls 6 'Bigwonee they realized I was 
committed, they were supportive and encouraging. Now 
thezx.. and my whole family... are VOL <p LOudeot ame: 

Rosalind, who grew up in Los Angeles in a classicaldg 
BeLOmM sramiuly andeattended tne Una VeOrsi iy sot alot won ae 
at Los Angeles, became a rabbi, as she PpulsSert — Toe tenes 
Jews about the things I think are exciting about being 
Jewish, Loyshare amutual trad@tvom to rexen soit eo people 
in need." 

like Rabbi Gold, the other women are young. = dynamic 
and dedicated, and are deeply committed to strengthening 
dewishs tite.» Put each has agumaquese tye Lev SAO Tea 
personal .goals. Laura Geller, who believes Hillel 
work is "critical," wants to help college students dis-— 
cover what it means to be Jewish. Karen Fox perceives 
Jewish values as "communal and not necessarily religious,” 
deemphasizes her role as a spiritual leader and stresses 
community and social action. @ Julia Neuberscer wants to 
build an "educated and committed community in the Dia-— 
spora,* particularly in ‘Huropeéfatver the Holocaust. aaa 
Gottleib, a student in the history department av, the Jew 
ish Theological Seminary, now Serves a deat congregation 
in. New York City... She wants Gospecome 4 rabbi .s0 *siCwea 
revitalize the tradition of dwramaticestoryteliigewi tien 
the framework of institutional Judaism, to make the heri- 
tage more vivid. 

Most of the women rabbis and prospective rabbis [I 
spoke with agreed with Rosalind Gold that women can con- 
tribute "a special sensitivity ibe their work.] s5evewas 
said that congregants ‘often comem lor them for counse sae 
because they feel more comfortable talking their pro— 
blems out with a women... Myra Soiter pointed out, that 
cause women “have been in the “eult eroup 910m avon cee 
we can bring to the rabbinate certain perspectives that 
the "in group" simply doesn't have." 

*  (ccntinsed next meth) 


©) 1979, Reprinted permission of Present Tense, 
published by the American Jewish Committee. 
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committee dates 


The following committee dates have been set. At all the 
meetings there will be elections for new committee chairpers- 
ons. Anyone who is interested in any of the committees may 
attend. Our congregation is always looking for new committee- 
people. 


EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
This committee will meet on Thursday, June 21, at /p.m. 
in front of Denebeim's Kosher Vegetarian Restaurant on 
Polk Street (and, thereafter, proceed to dinner therein) . 
For those of you who do not know the chairperson, Mike 
Zimmerman, he will be carrying an educational Jewish 
book. If you want to be on the committee, but cannot 
attend, call Mike at 433-0565 (days). 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Mise COUMtEELeCenwis., meet atmoam hal. s house, 268 Gold= 
Pema Vem aromor ml. .On Jiumem ioe His phone: is 265-2055. 


BUILDING COMMITTEE 
This committee will meet at Bob Ehrenberg's house, 2215 


Patron lawocoeet. at S p.mecsone June. 17//> His.phone’ is 
563-2055 


ONEG COMMITTEE Cees | 
This committee will meet at Bill Goldstein's house,18 


Buena Vista Terrace at 7 pam. on 18 June. His phone 
DuMoeh al sy 02-0515. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


This committee will meet at Bill Goldstein's house, 18 
Buena Vista Terrace at 8:30 7pm. ‘on 18 June. His phone 
ume Geel sao D2 )1os 


OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
This committee will meet at Rob Montague's house, 650 
Masonic Avenue at 7:30 p.m=.on June 19. His phone 
eGmierie atiel) SPaci=\tpMep se 


NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
This committee will meet at Ellis Jacobs' avartment 
Poy Meneame Cela haste at. /eoa0,on une. 28. ~His phone 
number is 552-69/6 


CONTINGSED 4rerT pac&é 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
This committee will meet at Tom Rothgiesser's apartment 
at 8p m..on: June 20... Contact Tour for dimect ronsaire 
his place. His phone number is 775-4386. 


RITUAL COMMITTEE 
This committee will meet at Daniel Chesir's place, 631 
O'Farrell Street at 7:30 p.m. on June 26. His phone 
number is 441-8116. 


treasurer's report 


A comprehensive budget for fiscal 19890 (July 1, 1979- 
June 30, 1980) was presented at the May 11 Congregational 
meeting. Some may say that a budget is much like goosing 
butter£Elies).. 2: it. just really @sn°%t.of much substance, au 
a well-run Synagogue must plan for the future. Therefore, 
this budget was prepared based on the reasonable expectations 
of all the committee Chairs. 


Highlights include projected revenues of $25,700, ex- 
penses of $21,100 and a steadily increasing membership to a 
level of 50% greater than at present. The budget does not 
provide for a full-scale building campaign which the members 
authorized the Va'ad to pursue at the Congregational Meeting. 


To achieve our revenue goals, which are approximately 
100% greater than 1979 fiscal year, your continued attention 
to the prompt payment of your dues pledge is sorely needed. 


Thank you and shalom! 
Ron Lezell 


P. S.: If you would like a copy of the budget, please see me 
at services ior drop a line to thessynagoeue. 
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QUTREACH REACHES OUT: 


Following a period of quiescence (partly due to the Chair's lassitude) 
the Outreach Committee is thrilled to announce the following events: 


Tuesday evening, June 19th, at 7:30 p.m., the Committee will meet 

at Rob Montague's house (650 Masonic Ave., #12 -- Muni Lines 5, 21 

or 43) to elect a new Chair for the coming year. To be a candidate 
or to vote at this meeting, you must be a member of the congregation. 
Non-members may attend and otherwise participate in the meeting. 

The new Chair will take office July: Ist. 


Saturday afternoon, June 23rd, from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m., Outreach 
will host members of the Congregation for a sign-painting and 
song-learning party in preparation for the Gay Freedom Day Parade! 
This terrific event will take place at Bill Goldstein's house, 

18 Buena Vista Terrace (off the corner of Duboce and Buena Vista 
East, by the park. #43 bus from Church Street Station stops 

right in front, or take any Haight Street Bus and walk up the hill). 
We will provide painting materials and song-sheets, but feel free 

to bring things -- please call Rob Montague at home (929-0162) to 
let him know what you're bringing. We will have murchies and stuff; 
please BRING YOUR OWN DRINKABLES. 


PARADE DETAILS: We don't know yet what our position and assembly 
point will be. As soon as we know, we will be announcing them at 


Friday evening services. We will also advise the answering service 
(626-3131). 


PARADE MONITORS: The Parade Committee has requested that each 
organization in the parade provide at least two monitors. Anyone 
interested in serving as a parade monitor this year, please call 
Rob Montague at the above number and let him know. We will inform 
the Parade Committee and give you the necessary information 

SO you can attend the Monitor training. 


Happy June? 


yahrzeift 


June cosebtnasGoLdbptum 
Sane ee Holzman 
June 13 Miriam Presberg 


JunevLa3MolLite Auerbach 


ABRAHAM'S OAK, NEAR HEBRON, 


Onegs are a joy, for not only do they honor someone else or 
allow everyone to share in your special joy, they also add 
extra sweetness to the Shabbat. So why not sponsor an oneg. 
They are inexpensive. Just call Bill Goldstein 552-5573 or 
see him at services. 


dpe 


June 1 Tom Rothgiesser and George Lucas in honor of our 
Torah rededication 


June 8 Bob Ehrenberg 
June 15 Mike Zimmerman 
June 22 Sam Thal in honor of his nephew's Bar-Mitzvah 


June 29 Jerry Moore and Ellis Jacobs 


services 


The following people are scheduled to conduct services 
at Congregation Sha'ar Zahav on the dates shown. 


June 1 Daniel Chesir and Allan Bennett 

June 8 Rob Tat and Jordan Lee 

June 15 Joint services with the Aquarian Minyan (an artist- 
ically oriented Jewish experiential worship group 
which is well known in the bay area for its 
interesting programs) 

June 22 Steven Fritsch Rudser and Burton Weiss 


Wines ome Dante lL Chesir 


If any of you are interested in conducting our services, 
please call Rabbi Bennett,552-6/66. 


reminder 


Just a reminder, if you have recently moved or, more import- 
antly, are planning to move, please send a change of add- 
ress card to our Congregation at P.O. Box 5640, San Fran- 
cisco 94101 right away. Otherwise it costs us 25¢ to get 
your change of address from the Post Office. 


calendar of events 


June Al Evening Services 8:00 p.m. 
wecond Day, Shavougwe(t rads wong 
Torah Rededication.” Special Torah resada ua. 
Duet. 14°22-16:1 72> Num 7287205247 oper i 
prophetic reading, Habakkuk 3:1-19. 


June 738 Hvening Services 8:00 p.m. 
Lorah: portion ,,’ NaowwNume 4 2 ee oe 
Prophetic reading @aJudges (is. 2.2o. 


June 15 Evening Services 8:00 p im. 
Torah Portion, \Meshavalotkha] Nunwe. 
12:16.. Prophetic reading, Zechariah 2:14-— 
4:7. 


June 22 Evenings Services 8; OO mam: 
Torah portion, Shetanelekha sNews «wees 
14:41.  Prophetie reading, Joshua’ 2-24: 
June 29 Evening Services 8:00’p.m. 
Torah, portion, © Romane iy ar a aoe 
Prophetic readingey iy oamuved ieee. 


yee Evening Services 8:00 (pm 
Torah: portion , . Vasari 
Prophetic reading, Micah 9:6-6:8. 


All Services held at the, Jewish Community Center 3200304 a 
fOrnvaSSureet -apar res Tao, 


SHAAR TAHA “senor fone ee 


Reaching out to the Gay Community of the Bay Area 


